
Reading Comprehension Workshop

Parents in Partnership:

Deansbrook Infant School.



A parent is a child’s first and
longest serving teacher.

That relationship is ongoing through a 
child’s school life.



In this workshop we aim to:

• Explain the process of reading.
• Discuss the importance of home reading.
• Share resources.
• Offer resources to use at home.
• Explain the elements of reading comprehension in Year 2.
• Support you to help your child with their comprehension 

skills.
• Improve the children’s progress.



Let’s start with reading:



Reading has two components

Word Recognition (decoding)

• The ability to recognise words 
presented in and out of a 

written passage.

• The ability to apply phonic 
rules – blending phonemes to 

decode (c-a-t)

• High quality phonics work.

Comprehension

• The process by which word 
information, sentences and 

conversations are interpreted.

• The same processes explain   
understanding of both spoken 

and written language.



What Do We Want for Our Children?

To read for pleasure

To be able to 

choose what they 
would like to read 

for themselves

To be able to 
summarise 

what has been 
read.

To read with 
understanding

(comprehension)

To read with 
expression

To have reasons for 
preferences in 
what they read



The importance of home reading

Teachers TV: Parental Involvement - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7HLz6eXlTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kr7odmvNFcQ


Developing basic comprehension skills 
through reading with your child.
• Reading aloud with your child will help 

to build comprehension skills

• From emotion to comprehension

• Connect the book to your child’s 
experience

• Go with your child’s interests



The wisdom of Dr Seuss!

Or too young...

https://vimeo.com/180111903


What the National Curriculum 
expects of your child:

• discuss the sequence of events in books and how 
items of information are related

• predict what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far

• make inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done 

• answer and ask questions about texts through 
information retrieval and regarding vocabulary

But... What does that mean?



Its only just begun...

Learning to read is just the start 
of your child's literacy journey. 
From the early years of school 
they will be encouraged to 
understand what they read
and really engage with words
in their english lessons. Reading 
comprehension is also a big 
part of the end of Year 2 
expectations.



I can read really well!

In general, the management of behaviour in 
classrooms is not a function of the techniques of 

directly controlling behaviour –that is, desist style. 
Rather, it is a function of the techniques of creating 

an effective classroom ecology containing such 
variables as having a non-satiating learning 

programme, initiating and maintaining movement 
flow and aiming teacher actions at appropriate 

targets.



Comprehension and DecodingI

I may have been able to confidently read (decode) the 
previous slide but I didn’t really understand it!



An Active Reader:

As children develop in their reading, 
they move from a “global” 
understanding to a “detailed” 
understanding.



And that’s all there is to it!!!!



Information retrieval

“Let’s get the dinner on shall we?” said 
Matthew’s mum.
“What are we having, Mum?” Matthew asked 
her. 
“Cottage pie and peas,” she replied cheerfully.



Prediction



Prediction 2



Vocabulary







Sequencing



Inference and deduction



Inference and deduction



Inference and deduction



Opinion



Now the children 
are going to join 

us for some 
activities.



Information retrieval practice
change the clipping – not same words



Prediction practice:



OK. It’s time to become reading detectives!



Inference and deduction practice:

Let’s get the dinner on shall we?” said Matthew’s mum.
“What are we having, Mum?” Matthew asked her.
“Cottage pie and peas,” she replied cheerily.
Matthew grinned from ear to ear. Mum smiled back at 
him.
“I tell you what,” she said, “why don’t you go and learn 
your spellings for twenty minutes before we have dinner?”
The smile on Matthew’s face disappeared.
“Do I have to?” he whined. Matthew thought practising 
spellings was a bit like watching paint dry.



Inference and deduction practice:



What will happen next

Every Friday for the next four weeks we will send home a 
sheet with the comprehension  we would like your child to 
work on.

Each week the sheet will focus on a particular 
comprehension skill.

Please return the children’s sheet by Tuesday at the 
latest

A “next step” comment will be made by the class teacher 
for each piece of comprehension, this will help the 
children to make progress each week.



Thank you for coming...

Please fill in a workshop evaluation sheet before you go. 


